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Uttarakhand Current Affairs 2020 
Uttarakhand Saubhagyawati Yojana 
Uttarakhand state government launched Saubhagyawati Yojana 2020 for pregnant women and 

newborn children. In this scheme, the state government set up to provide food kit and clothes to 

beneficiary pregnant ladies as well as infants. 

The state government has announced to started Mukhyamantri Saubhagyawati Yojana 2020.  

In this scheme, 2 separate kits would be made where one would be for pregnant women and the 

second is for newborn children.  

The main objective is to ensure proper hygiene and provide nutritious food necessary for their 

better health.  

It would reduce the Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) as well as Infant Mortality Rate (IMR). 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Solar Self Employment Scheme 
The State Government of Uttarakhand has started the Chief Minister's Solar Self-Employment 

Scheme under the following guiding principles for the purpose of providing self-employment 

opportunities to the entrepreneurial youth, migrants and farmers in the state. 

This scheme will be implemented throughout the state of Uttarakhand.  

Under this scheme only solar power plants of 25 kW capacity will be permitted.  

Under this scheme, eligible persons (permanent residents of the state) will be able to set up solar 

power plant by taking land on their private land or lease. 

A target has been set to allot 10000 projects to eligible applicants under this scheme. Year wise 

targets will be determined with the consent of MSME and Finance Department. 

Rs. 1 Tap Water Connection Scheme 
Uttarakhand state government is planning to start a new Rupees 1 Tap Water Connection Scheme 

under Jal Jeevan Mission. In this scheme, the state govt. will provide water connection in all 

households across the state at a nominal Rs. 1 per house.  

The announcement to start “Ek Rupaiye Mai Paani Ka Connection” Scheme has been made by the 

chief minister Trivendra Singh Rawat. 

CM announced Rs. 1 Tap Water Connection Scheme in Uttarakhand on 6 July 2020. CM inaugurated 

the Mukhyamantri Swarojgar Yojana in dairy development at Dudhli in Dehradun district on the 

same day.  

Honourable CM Rawat has launched a milch animal purchase programme under the Integrated 

Cooperative Development Project and the Ganga Cow Mahila Dairy Yojana. 

Uttarakhand becomes 1st state in the country where a scheme such as Mukhyamantri Swarojgar 

Yojana has been launched. 
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So under the Jal Jeevan Mission scheme, water connection will be given to each household in the 

state for only Re 1. With the launch of Mukhyamantri Swarojgar Yojana in dairy development, the 

govt. aims to increase the production of milk in the state. 

Under the CM Self Employment scheme, milch animals will be brought from outside the state. 

 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 
Uttarakhand Mukhyamantri Swarojgar Yojana 
Uttarakhand government has launched the Uttarakhand Mukhyamantri Swarojgar Yojana to retain 

migrants who returned to state during Coronavirus (COVID-19) lockdown. CM Trivendra Singh 

Rawat has started this scheme on 28 May 2020  

In the Uttarakhand Mukhyamantri Swarojgar Yojana 2020, people can now take easy loans from 

nationalized banks, rural banks and cooperative banks.  

The general category beneficiary will have to pay 10% of the total cost of the project while special 

category people will have to pay 5% of the total project cost as subscriber contribution. 

Public representatives and district level officers will publicize this scheme to enable maximum 

number of villagers to take advantage of it.  

Under Mukhyamantri Swarojgar Yojana, the district magistrate (DM) should coordinate with the 

bankers so that the beneficiaries do not have any problem in taking loan. 

Uttarakhand Kisan Pension Yojana 
Uttarakhand state government is inviting online applications for Kisan Pension Yojana. Under this 

Kisan Pension Scheme, the state govt. will provide Rs. 12,000 per annum (Rs. 1,000 p.m) to farmers.  

This pension scheme will provide financial assistance to farmers amid nationwide COVID-19 

lockdown upto 17 May 2020.  

This aid will enable farmers to stay safe at their home and prevent spread and transmission of 

global pandemic Coronavirus.  
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In the entire lockdown, farmers are facing a lot of hurdles in farming and in their day to day life 

along with their livelihood.  

The govt. has been releasing different relief measures for farmers, daily wage earners and workers 

amid crisis period to lessen their pain through different schemes. 

The state govt. of Uttarakhand has advised farmers to avail all the benefits of Kisan Pension Yojana 

to beat the ongoing corona crisis.  

Moreover, the state government has been making different efforts to empower the farmers in every 

way. 

Uttarakhand Mukhyamantri Anchal Amrit Yojana 
Uttarakhand state government has launched the Mukhyamantri Anchal Amrit Yojana in Dehradun 

on 13 March 2020. Under this scheme, government will provide nutritious milk once in a week to 

children studying in class 1st to 8th under Mid Day Meal Scheme.  

Around 1,72,000 children studying in Anganwadi schools are being provided with milk 4 times in a 

week. Now 6,90,000 children from 17,045 schools will also be provided milk once a week. 

The children would get proper nutrition through this initiative which would help in curbing the 

menace of malnutrition.  

There are around 20,000 Anganwadi kendras in the state of Uttarakhand and flavoured, sweet and 

skimmed milk powder is given to children at these centers.  

The children between 3 to 6 years of age are getting free milk under Mukhyamantri Anchal Amrit 

Yojana in Uttarakhand. Now class 1 to 8 students will also get this nutritious milk. 

From this sahkarita abhiyan, the undernourished children studying at Anganwadi centers would be 

provided proper nutrition in the upcoming years.  

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 

Approval accorded to Zonal Master Plan of Bhagirathi Eco-Sensitive Zone 
The Zonal Master Plan (ZMP), prepared by the Government of Uttarakhand and appraised by the 

Ministry of Jal Shakti, has accorded approval by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change (MoEF&CC) on 16th July, 2020. 

The Bhagirathi Eco-Sensitive Zone notification from Gaumukh to Uttarakashi covering an area of 

4179 sq. kilometre was issued by the Ministry of Environment in 2012. 

The notification mandated the State Government of Uttarakhand to prepare ZMP to be implemented 

under the supervision of the Monitoring Committee. 

The ZMP is based on watershed approach and includes governance in the area of forest and wildlife, 

watershed management, energy, tourism, road infrastructure, etc 

The approval of ZMP will give a boost to conservation and ecology of the area and also to undertake 

developmental activities as permitted under ZMP. This will also pave way for faster execution of the 

CHAARDHAM ROAD PROJECT in Uttarakhand. 
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The Chaardham Project proposes to connect Yamnotri, Gangotri, Badrinath and Kedarnath which 

host Chaardham Yatra in the State of Uttarakhand. The all-weather Chaardham Road has in all 53 

projects of 826 km length, involving an investment of Rs 12000 crore. 

Uttarakhand’s First Heli Services under UDAN flagged off 
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) operationalized the first ever helicopter services from Dehradun’s 

Sahastradhara helipad to Gauchar, and Chinyalisaur under the Regional Connectivity Scheme – Ude 

Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (RCS-UDAN) of Government of India.  

MoCA awarded the Sahastradhara-Gauchar-Chinyalisaur route to Heritage Aviation under the UDAN 

2 bidding process.   

Heritage Aviation will operate helicopter services from Sahastradhara to Gauchar and Chinyalisaur 

twice daily. 

The services on this route will boost the tourism sector in the Uttrakhand region and will also assist 

the Chaar Dhaam Yatra pilgrims as Gauchar is en route to Badrinath and Chinyalisaur is en route to 

Gangotri in the Uttarkashi district.  

Heli services under UDAN are currently being operationalised between Chandigarh to Shimla, Shimla 

to Dharamshala & Shimla to Kullu. 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 

Uttarakhand launched ‘HOPE’ a portal to help unemployed youths 
Uttarakhand CM launched ‘HOPE’- Helping Out People Everywhere a portal to create employment 

opportunities for the youths in their expertise and to provide skill development opportunities. 

The portal HOPE will be used to collect the data on the youths of the state who are staying in as well 

as the recently returned migrant youths. 

This platform will help the unemployed youths in job hunting and skill development and the database 

will help the employers to find the suitable candidates for their requirements. 

The employers will get the information about the candidates such as where they worked, what they 

did, their specialisation, area of interest and what kind of employment they are looking for which are 

shared by the youths.  

When the database is prepared it will be linked with the Mukhya Mantri Swarojgar Yojana. 

The data of the youths applying from a village are available on the portal and helps in village-based 

analysis of the database and helps the government to make village-specific programmes. 

This scheme was initiated to train and refine the skills of the youth and help them to gain employment 

to fight against the decline in employment opportunities caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Uttarakhand CM presented ₹53,527-cr budget for FY20-21 
Uttarakhand Chief Minister presented the surplus annual budget of Rs 53,526.97 crore for FY20-21. 

The budget is described as the document reflecting the hopes and aspirations of the people of the 

state. It aims to achieve 25 public welfare goals under the state government’s Vision 2020. 

https://www.gkseries.com/shop/product/subscribe-and-download-current-affairs-pdf-2020/


                 State-Wise Current Affairs 

 
 

Report Errors in the PDF – Report@gkseries.com                                    ©All Rights Reserved by Gkseries.com 

5 
 

Total expenditure for the financial year 2020 is estimated at Rs 53,526.97 crore, out of which a 

provision of Rs 42,389.6 crore has been made under revenue expenditure and Rs 11,137.30 crore 

under capital expenditure. A revenue surplus of Rs 49.66 crore is expected, while the fiscal deficit is 

estimated at Rs 7,549.74 crore. 

The ratio of fiscal deficit to gross state domestic product (GSDP) is 2.57%, which is within the 3% 

prescribed limit of fiscal responsibility and budget management (FRBM) act. 

This is the fourth annual budget of the state’s BJP government which took over in March 2017. 

Key Allocations: 

 An amount of Rs 315 crore is proposed under World Bank scheme of disaster management. 
 Launch of Krishi Upadan Lagat Sarvekshan Yojana for providing minimum support price for 

crops like mandua, sanwa, urad, ghat and masoor. 
 For generation of self-employment opportunities and prevent migration from hilly areas, a 

provision of Rs 15 crore has been made under Mukhyamantri Swarojgar Yojana. 
 A migration cell will be set up under the Mukhyamantri Palayan Roktham Yojana for which a 

provision of Rs 18 crore has been made. 
 An amount of Rs 1,265 crore has been proposed for Haridwar Kumbh 2021. 
 A provision of Rs 2,300 crore has been made for payment of wheat and paddy procured from 

farmers under rabi and kharif procurement, respectively, in 2020-21. 
 An amount of Rs 240 crore is proposed for the payment of residual dues to sugarcane 

growers. 
 The integrated cooperative development project has been allocated Rs 100 crore. 
 A provision of Rs 2,055.56 crore is proposed for PWD and Rs 1,072 crore has been made 

available under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) to boost rural connectivity. 
 Budget proposes Rs 133 crore to build school infrastructure and Rs 100 crore for Atal 

Ayushman Uttarakhand Yojana. 
 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 

Uttarakhand issued orders to remove reservation in promotion for SC/ST 
Uttarakhand state government has issued orders to remove reservation in promotions for SC/ST 

employees. In the month of February 2020, the Supreme Court stated that the government is not 

bound to make reservations and claiming reservation in promotions is not a fundamental right.  

Now Uttarakhand government has implemented government order which bans reservation in 

promotion and removed the restriction in promotions in all state government departments. 

Article 16 in the Constitution of India refers to equality of opportunity in government jobs. 

Article 16(1) provides for equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters relating to 'employment 

or appointment' to any office under the State 

Article 16(2) provides that there cannot be any discrimination on grounds only of religion, race, caste, 

sex, descent, place of birth, residence or any of them. 

‘Uttarakhand Wellness Summit 2020’ held in New Delhi 
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The State government of Uttarakhand recently organised the ‘Uttarakhand Wellness Summit 2020’ 

in New Delhi. The summit was organised with an aim of promoting investment opportunities in 

Uttarakhand. 

The main objective of the summit is to showcase the potential of the State as a ‘global spiritual 

economic zone’. It also focussed on developing the State as an industrial hub. 

The roadshow was concluded with a Q&A session and interaction between the Government 

representatives and the media. Shri Ashok Windlass, Vice Chairman, CII Uttarakhand State Council 

and MD Windlass Biotech Ltd. delivered the concluding remarks.  

He lauded the Government of Uttarakhand for its initiative and expressed his confidence over the 

success of 'Uttarakhand  Wellness Summit 2020'. 

Uttarakhand planed ‘border tourism’ to populate abandoned villages 
Uttarakhand government might lift the ‘Inner Line Permit’ in some areas of the hill state adjoining 

the border areas with an aim to develop areas for ‘border tourism’. The Inner Line Permit (ILP) is 

required to visit some areas of the state which are ecologically and otherwise deemed sensitive. 

In the backdrop of the Galwan Valley standoff, the Centre is planning to build a second line of defence 

in border villages of Uttarakhand by relaxing tourism-related activities. 

The Central government wants to make India’s border villages safe, for which it has mooted the 

concept of tribal tourism. The first step in the direction will be to free some parts of Uttarakhand 

from the Inner Line Permit (ILP) system. 

Once the ILP system is lifted, the state tourism department would encourage houses in the villages 

to be developed as homestays which will directly help the village economy. Visitors in border villages 

would also get to taste tribal cuisine. 

The Uttarakhand government has also announced steps to improve critical infrastructure, promote 

tourism and civilian settlements in the border areas of the state. 

It will ensure safety and surveillance of border villages and troops will get additional support and 

also boost the economy of bordering villages and provide employment. 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 
BRO constructed bailey bridge providing connectivity to 20 villages in Uttarakhand 
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has constructed a 180-feet bailey bridge in Jauljibi sector of 

Pithoragarh district, Uttarakhand in less than three weeks despite frequent landslides and heavy 

rains. 

The 50-metre span concrete bridge was completely washed out on July 27, 2020 when cloudburst hit 

the area and the nallas and rivers were flooded. 

This caused a mud flow of tremendous force. There were many casualties also due to landslides and 

the road communication was broken.  

The BRO mobilised its bridging resources and setup to construct the bridge. The biggest challenge 

was to transport parts to the site from Pithoragarh amidst frequent landslides and heavy rains. 
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The bridge was successfully completed on August 16, 2020. This has led to accessing flood affected 

villages and has connected Jauljibi to Munsiyari. 

The connectivity will bring relief to about 15,000 people in 20 villages. 

The constructed bridge has resumed road communication of 66-kilometre road starting from Jauljibi 

to Munsiyari. 

Uttarakhand launched Mukhyamantri Swarozgar Yojana for returnee migrants 
Uttarakhand state government launched the scheme named “Mukhyamantri Swarozgar Yojana” to 

retain the migrants who have returned to the state during the lockdown. 

The scheme aims at providing self-employment opportunities to youth and a boost to reverse 

migration, specifically entrepreneurs returning to Uttarakhand, to encourage skilled and unskilled 

artisans, handicrafts and unemployed youths to start their own business. 

The scheme will offer credit facility through nationalised banks, scheduled commercial banks and 

cooperative banks. 

Under the Yojana, the margin money will be provided as a grant by the MSME (Ministry of Small, 

Micro and Medium Enterprises) department. According to the MSME policy, the maximum limit for 

margin money will be classified as category A- 25% of the total project cost, 20% in category B and 

15% for projects of the total project cost in C and D category. 

Margin money will be adjusted as a grant after the successful operation of the enterprise for 

minimum 2 years.  

Immediate subsidy which includes 25% in the hill districts and 15% in the plain districts to get quick 

approval from the authorities concerned and their applications will be forwarded to banks for the 

migrants who apply under this programme. 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 

Sanskrit to replace Urdu language on signboards at Uttarakhand stations 
The railway authorities have decided to replace Urdu language on signboards at state platforms with 

Sanskrit. The signboards will now be written of railway stations in Hindi, English and Sanskrit.  

The decision has been taken as per provisions of the Railway Manual, which says that names of the 
railway stations should be written in Hindi, English and in the second language of the state. 

In 2010, the Uttarakhand government had become the first in the country to give Sanskrit the status 

of second official language of the Himalayan state.  

The names of railway stations which will be changed from Urdu to Sanskrit are Dehradun, Haridwar, 

Roorkee, Laksar, Raiwala, Doiwala, Rishikesh, to name a few. 

Uttarakhand to set up a Snow Leopard Conservation Centre 
Uttarakhand is going to set up India’s first conservation centre for snow Leopardsin the forests of 

Uttarkashi district. According to officials, the centre will be developed by the Uttarakhand forest 

department along with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 
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The goal of setting up the centre is conservation, restoration of Himalayan ecosystems, and creating 

livelihoods for local people. 

The project also aims at the conservation of other endangered species along with the snow leopards. 

There are around 86 snow leopards in Uttarakhand right now. The state forest department is 

expected to start a counting with the help of camera traps later this year. 

In Uttarakhand, these elusive cats are found in the Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve, Gangotri National 

Park, Askot Wildlife Sanctuary, and other places of altitude between 3,000-4,500 meters. 

Snow leopards are one of the most enigmatic wild cat species due to their reclusive nature, which are 

also known as the ‘Ghost of the Mountains’. 

In 2017, the central government had launched the six-year ‘SECURE Himalaya’ project, to support the 

conservation of the significant biodiversity of the mountain regions. 

The project also included conservation projects of animals and forest resources spread over 

Himachal Pradesh, J&K, Uttarakhand, and Sikkim. 

Committee for Compulsory Retirement of Govt. Employees above 50 years 
Uttarakhand state Government has formed a screening committee for compulsory retirement to the 

government employees aged 50 years and above in the public interest.  

The employees to be considered include the government employees who are incapable of doing 

official work, are sick or are mostly absent in offices, disregard the orders of their superior officers, 

and disturb the editing of state functions and also the persons whose integrity is doubtful. 

The Additional Chief Secretary of the State, Vinod Kumar Suman, has issued an order stating that 

there is a system of compulsory retirement in public interest by giving three months’ notice or three 

months’ salary to the government servants aged 50 years and above without assigning any reason.  

The department has also asked for reports from all the government offices in the state and the report 

will be considered by the screening committee formed by the State Government for this purpose. 

The Central Government has also time and again come out with the idea of compulsory retirement 

for its employees above the age of 50 years but nothing has been finalized till date.  

The recruitment of the private sector officials in the middle-level posts also insists on the 

commitment of the government to reform the bureaucracy in the country. 

 

Policy to Lease Agricultural Land by Uttarakhand Government 
Uttarakhand govt recently released a notification that it has made a policy to lease agricultural land, 

becoming the first Indian state to implement such a policy. 

As per the policy, any institution, company or NGO can take farmland on lease for 30 years, provided 

the leased land is a maximum of 30 acres.  

The farmers who own the land will receive the corresponding rent during the leased period.  
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Difficulties faced earlier in leasing land in hilly regions for the purpose of agriculture, farming, tea 

plantation, milk production, horticulture, herbs, fruit hybridization and for production of solar 

energy are expected to be removed by the policy as the state government aims for consolidation of 

fragmented land to be solved by the policy.  

Under special circumstances, there is a provision to take more land on lease. If around the land that 

is to be leased, there is a land of the government then it has to be leased by paying the fee after 

obtaining the permission of the District Magistrate. 

Gairsain to be the summer capital of Uttarakhand 
Uttarakhand govt announced ‘Gairsain’ as the summer capital of the state, on the 3rd day of the 

budget session held in Gairsain, Uttarakhand. 

The announcement fulfils the long-standing demand of hill people and the people who sacrificed 
themselves for the formation of Uttarakhand state. 

Those who spearheaded the movement for statehood to Uttarakhand in 1990 wanted Gaisain in 

Chamoli district to be made as permanent capital. 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 

Glass floor suspension bridge to be built in Uttarakhand 
The country’s first glass floor suspension bridge is to be built across the river Ganga in Rishikesh, 

Uttarakhand. The state government has recently approved the design of the glass-floor bridge. 

This bridge is to be built as an alternative to the iconic Lakshman Jhula which was closed last year, 

citing safety reasons.  

The Public Works Department (PWD) is to construct the bridge, which would have a floor with 

toughened transparent glass, through which the pedestrians can see the surface of the river. 

The length of the proposed bridge will be 132.3 metres and it will have toughened glass railings on 

either side. 

India’s first Glass floor bridge to replace the iconic Lakshman Jhula 
A glass floor suspension bridge for the first to be built across Ganga River in Rishikesh, Uttarakhand 

as a replacement to iconic Lakshman Jhula which was closed in 2019 due to safety reasons. It has 

been in place for 94 years. The glass floor suspension bridge design is prepared by Public Works 

Department (PWD). 

The floor of the bridge is to be made of 3.5 inches thick toughened transparent glass, which is capable 

of bearing a load of more than 750 kg per squaremetre at a stretch. 

The bridge will be built parallel to Lakshman Jhula with a total width of eight metres. 

The total width of bridge is 132.3 metres long with seven feet high toughened glass railings on either 

side of the structure. 

It will be safe for commutation for at least 150 years. 

Golden Birdwing become India’s largest butterfly 
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A Himalayan butterfly named golden birdwing is become India’s largest, a record the southern 

birdwing held for 88 years.  With a wingspan of 194 mm, the female of the species is marginally larger 

than the southern birdwing (190 mm) that Brigadier William Harry Evans, a British military officer, 

and lepidopterist, recorded in 1932. 

The male golden birdwing (Troides Aeacus) is much smaller at 106 mm. 

The new measurements of this and 24 other species of butterflies were published in the latest issue 

of Bionotes, a quarterly newsletter for research on life forms. 

The hitherto largest Indian butterfly that Brigadier Evans recorded in 1932 was an individual of the 

southern birdwing (Troides minos), which was then treated as a subspecies of the common birdwing 

While the female golden birdwing was recorded from Didihat in Uttarakhand, the largest male was 

from the Wankhar Butterfly Museum in Shillong 

The updated wingspan of three species — all from Uttarakhand — after the golden birdwing is the 

common windmill (Byasa polyeuctes) at 98 mm, the great windmill (Byasa dasarada) at 96 mm, and 

the common peacock (Papilio bianor) at 78 mm. 

The smallest is the quaker (Neopithecops zalmora) with a wingspan of 18 mm and a forewing length 

of a mere 8 mm. 

The largest female golden birdwing’s forewing length is 90 mm. 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 

India’s first snow leopard conservation centre to be set up in Uttarakhand 
India’s first Snow Leopard Conservation Centre will be set up in Uttarkashi forests which will be 

developed by the Uttarakhand Forest Department along with the United Nations Development 

Program (UNDP). 

The main objective of this park is conservation, restoration of Himalayan ecosystems and creating 

livelihood. It will be responsible for the conservation of elusive snow leopards and various other 

endangered Himalayan species. 

The total number of snow leopards will be counted in the state and special efforts should be made to 

preserve and increase the number of snow leopards.  

In the last few years, the areas where snow leopards have been should be identified by the forest 

department by the cooperation of local people and military forces. The area should be calculated by 

making grids. 

This move will increase winter tourism in the state. Since Uttarakhand is home to various species of 

wildlife, which are centre of attraction for tourists, efforts to conserve them, will definitely boost the 

tourism sector there. That will be beneficial for the economy of the state. 

 

Uttarakhand became the 1st state to release report on conservation of endemic 
Uttarakhand became the 1st state to release a report highlighting its conservation efforts to save over 

1,100 rare plants from extinction.  
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The project aims at Germplasm conservation so that species remain conserved with the forest 

department & also to promote conservation of plant species among the general public so as to end 

plant blindness. 

The report is one of the largest repositories of conserved plants & is carried out by the research wing 

of the state forest department. 

According to the red list of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) or state 

biodiversity board under this project a total of 1,145 plant species are conserved out of which 46 

species are endemic to Uttarakhand and 68 species are rare, endangered or threatened 

There are around 386 species, conserved, that have medicinal properties. Currently, the extinction 

rate of plant species has reached up to 5-7 species per year, as per various estimates, owing to climate 

change, global warming, smuggling/illegal extractions and unplanned construction among others 

which will have very adverse consequences for future. 

An updated version of this report will be brought out annually in the month of April. 

The conservation programme covers all classes of plants like trees, shrubs & herb among others and 
lower plants like moss, lichen and algae, which have been documented, classified and conserved. 

The 196 pages report is prepared with information containing detailed information of each plant on 

nine parameters like family name, scientific name, etc., the report was completed in a year. 

Most of the conservation efforts, public attention and funds are diverted into conservation of 

megafauna species like tigers and elephants, in spite of plant conservation’s ecological role due to 

‘Plant Blindness’. 

1st state to implement agricultural leasing policy 
Uttarakhand has become the first state in India which has made a policy to lease agricultural land. 

After the approval of Rashtrapati Bhavan, the state government has issued the order. 

Under this leasing policy, instead of giving land on a 30-year lease, the concerned farmer will get the 

rent for the land. 

By this policy any institutions, company, firm or NGO can take farmlands of maximum 30 acres in 

villages for lease for a period of 30 years and the government land around farm land can be taken for 

lease by paying the fee with the permission of the District Magistrate. 

Uttarakhand launched First Helicopter Services under UDAN Scheme 
Uttarkhand state government inaugurated the 1st ever Helicopter services from Dehradun’s 

Sahastradhara helipad to Gauchar and from Sahastradhara to Chinyalisaur under the Regional 

Connectivity Scheme-Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik(RCS-UDAN) of Government of India.  

The main objective of this Helicopter Services is to improve the Aerial Connectivity of the Hilly areas 

in the Country. 

MoCA (Ministry of Civil Aviation) has given the operational rites of the Sahastradhara-

Gauchar_Chinyalisaur route to Heritage Aviation private limited under the UDAN 2 bidding process, 

and Heritage Aviation Will Operate helicopter services twice a day for this route 

India’s First Lichen Park to Conserve Jurassic Era Plant in Munsiyar 
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Uttarakhand Forest Department developed India’s First Lichen Park in Munsyari, Pithoragarh 

district, Uttarakhand as a research centre with over 150 Lichen species- Jurassic Era plant which was 

inaugurated on 27th June 2020, The development process of the 1.5 acres park began in 2019. 

The park is developed with an aim to protect, conserve and cultivate the lichen To provide 

employment to the locals and to educate the importance of lichens 

Lichen is a composite organism. 

They grow on the surface of the trees, walls, rocks and soil due to the symbiotic relationship between 

Algae or Cyanobacteria with fungi species. 

The lichens have the ability to erode rocks and separate the minerals in them. 

They require clean air to grow, which serves as an bio-indicator to scale the air pollution in a 

particular area. 

The species is widely found in the extreme conditions like arctic, tundra, hot dry desert rocky coasts 

More than 20,000 species of lichens are found in the world out of which 2,714 are found in India 

among which around 600 species are found in Uttarakhand region followed by 503 in Himachal 

Pradesh and 386 in J&K. 

In Uttarakhand lichens are found in Chamoli, Champawat, Pithoragarh, Nainital, Dehradun region. 

Some lichen species found in the state include Parmotrema pertatum, Usnea lognissima, Lecanora 

subfuseescens, Sarcogyne privigna, Arthonia impolitella, Acarospora fusca, Acarospora oxytona, 

Polysporina dubia and so on. 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 

8th edition of Ganga Kayak Festival celebrated in Uttarakhand 
The 8th edition of the “Ganga Kayak festival” was inaugurated in Devprayag, Uttarakhand for 3 days 

from feb.17, 2020 to feb. 19, 2020. 

The festival was organized by the Uttarakhand Tourism Development Board and The Adventure 

Sports Society witnessed participation of 45 males and 6 women athletes from Russia, Australia and 

Nepal. 

In male sprint category, India’s Ayodhya Prasad stood first followed by Nepal’s Man Bahadur Kandel, 

Rishi Rana of India coming 3rd place. 

In the women’s category, Elizabeth Health of Australia came in first followed by Ekaterina of Russia 

and Anna of Russia in the 3rd position. 

Among the Indian kayakers, Ashu Rawat was presented the best peddler award. Jill of Australia won 

the first place in women’s water cross while Rishi Rana was the best peddler in mass water cross. 

Priyanka Rana and Vikas Rawat were presented the best debut award in the women’s and men’s 

categories respectively. 

For Helicopter Services Viability Gap Funding (VGF) is provided under UDAN scheme to keep the 

Fares Affordable for the Common people and the Uttarkhand state Government is also providing 

additional Incentives to make the scheme more attractive. 

https://www.gkseries.com/shop/product/subscribe-and-download-current-affairs-pdf-2020/
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The fare from route will be Rs 4,120 will be the fare per person from Sahastradhara to Gauchar route, 

and the fare from Sahastradhara to Chinyalisaur will be Rs 3,350 and the Sahastradhara-Gauchar-

Chinyalisaur route become 260 operational route under UDAN connectivity scheme. 

And in Future Pawan Hans Limited (PHL) is going to conduct the Operational Helicopter Service for 

the route of Dehradun’s Jolly Grant Airport- New Tehri, Srinagar-Gauchar. 

Phool Dei festival celebrated in Uttarakhand 
Uttarakhand celebrated the traditional harvest festival “Phool Dei”. The festival also showcases the 

inner bonding between the communities who all are residing in the hills. 

It is the harvest festival of Uttarakhand that is celebrated in the month of Chaitra (March- April) in 

the Hindu Calendar. 

On this traditional festival young girls pluck the first flowers of the season to decorate their houses 

with flowers and the term ‘Dei’ refers to ceremonial pudding which is the key food in the festival that 

is made from jaggery, Whiteflour & curd, are offered to everyone. 

In some places, the festival is celebrated throughout the month with the advent of spring. 

To Access all Current Affairs on 

Uttarakhand please subscribe! 
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